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The challenges

– Demographic decline

– Outmigration of young people

– Ageing population

– Reduced economic activity



Social cohesion

– Segregation between population groups

– Access to social and healthcare services

– Lack of quality affordable housing



But are they all the same?









Nordic population in 2021

– Sweden: 10.4 million

– Denmark: 5.8 million

– Finland: 5.5 million

– Norway: 5.4 million

– Iceland: 370,000



27.5 million people

Increase since 2001: 3.4 million





Nordic population aged 65+

– An increase of 46% in the Nordic Region

– An increase of more than 40% - slightly less in Sweden

– Largest increase in Iceland – 66%



65+ population: 5.5 million

Increase since 2001: 1.7 million



Old-age dependency ratio

– Changed from 4.2 to 3.1 in 2001-2021

– Two people per person aged 65+ in rural Finland





NBO-associated housing

– Sweden: 1.5 million 147 per 1,000

– Denmark: 590,000 101 per 1,000

– Finland: 303,000 55 per 1,000

– Norway: 592,000 110 per 1,000

– Iceland: 4,000 11 per 1,000





The key questions

– How can Nordic housing organisations address these 

demographic challenges 

– How can Nordic housing organisations contribute to social 

cohesion in local communities



Core activities

– Construction of new housing to meet demand

– Renovation to improve housing quality

– Adapting the existing housing stock

– Attractive public spaces

– Innovative housing and financing models



Social initiatives, addressing for instance:

– Social segregation

– Ethnic segregation

– Age composition





Lolland ticks all the boxes

– Population decrease: 20%

– Working age population down 28%

– 20 per increase in the 65+ group

– Old-age ratio went from 3.1 to 1.9
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